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More Mercury School Cleanouts 


In the Fall of 2002, 37 high schools and middle schools in 
Connecticut took advantage of a DEP program which paid for the 
removal of mercury and other hazardous chemicals from their labs. 
These collections safely removed 156 pounds of elemental mercury, 
75 pounds of mercuric compounds, | gallon of liquid mercuric 
compounds, 1447 lab thermometers and numerous mercury- 
containing lab instruments. 





The DEP solicited schools to participate in the program by sending a fax to every high 
school and middle school in the state. Schools contacted the DEP to express their interest. 
Then a licensed hazardous waste vendor was chosen to go to the schools to collect the 
unwanted chemicals. Chemistry teachers took inventory to decide which chemicals they 
wanted to keep and which they had to let go. 


The program also paid for the removal of other dangerous chemicals. Schools had a wide 
array of hazardous chemicals on their shelves including carbon tetrachloride, benzene, 
111 trichloroethane, highly reactive sodium metal, and xylene. A number of schools were 
able to get rid of radioactive materials that had been sitting on the shelves for years. The 
average cost to remove the chemicals was about $4,000 per school. 


The need to remove mercury from schools has been highlighted by a 
number of recent mercury spill incidents in schools. The most recent 
involved the Jackie Robinson Middle School in New Haven where several lab 
thermometers were broken. The school had to close for two days and some 
/ children tested positive for exposure to mercury. 






For more information about the school cleanouts, please contact Tom Metzner at (860) 
424-3242. 


New Britain Housing Authority Implements 
White Office Paper Recycling Program 


Betty Evans, Director of Community Affairs and 
Programs at the New Britain Housing Authority, 
was concerned that the large amount of white 
office paper that her agency generates was not 
being recycled. So she enlisted the help of her 
co-worker Axel Gonzalez, Director’ of 
Operations, to put together a program for the 
staff of 60 that work for the Housing Authority. 
They hosted their program kick-off on March 7, 
distributing blue bins to each employee with 
detailed instructions as to which paper items are accepted in the program to ensure that 
they collect a high quality product for recycling. We congratulate them on taking the 
initiative to get their office in compliance and hope that other small offices, both public 





and private, will follow their example in setting up a program that is both simple and 
efficient. 


Upcoming Conferences 


The Northeast Resource Recovery Conference and Exposition will be held on June 
2-3, 2003 at the Holiday Inn in Manchester, NH. The conference includes dozens of 
informative educational sessions and a vendor show. For more information, contact the 
NRRA at (603) 798-5777, or visit their webpage at www.recyclewithus.org. 


Connecticut Recycles Day 2003 Planning Begins 


The Connecticut Recycles Day Steering Committee has begun planning for this Fall's 
celebration. Anyone who is interested in recycling 1s welcome to join us in the planning 
process. There will be regular updates about any new programs on the CT DEP website 
at www.dep.state.ct.us/wst/recycle/ctrecycles.htm. If you are interested in getting involved, 
please contact Meg Enkler, Connecticut Recycles Day Coordinator, at (860) 424-3238 or 


e-mail margaret.enkler@po.state.ct.us. 
Ray Cycle Program to End With the 2002-2003 School Year 


The 2002-2003 school year will mark the end of the popular "Ray Cycle" A 
assembly program. The program began over a dozen years ago with our dJ 
performer, Chris Rowlands, dressed up as a recycling superhero. Since that 
time the program has undergone many transformations to keep it current. 
Over this time Chris wore clothing made from recycled materials, 
including a jacket made from 25 recycled soda bottles and shoes made 
from polystyrene cups, diaper trim waste, coffee filters, milk jugs and 
more. An accomplished artist and songwriter, Chris designed and painted 
several backdrops emphasizing different aspects of waste reduction and 
recycling that made his performances a visual delight. Chris also wrote 
original songs for the show that focused on the issues of recycling, reuse, waste reduction 
and composting. Last year, a completely new element - a turkey vulture puppet - was 
added to the show. Bernard, as he 1s called, is a life-size puppet that helps drive home the 
message of how recycling happens in natural biological systems. During the show's run, 
Chris did over 2,600 performances reaching hundreds of thousands of children and 
adults. Although schools enjoyed the majority of performances, the Ray Cycle show also 
visited camps, libraries and outdoors festivals throughout the state. 








Chris will give his last performances as Ray Cycle this June. Unfortunately, budget 
limitations have left the Department no option but to discontinue the program. However, 
it is hoped that the message that Chris imparted to thousands of the state's young people 
will stay with them for many years to come. It was gratifying for this editor to recently 
meet a college student, shadowing a solid waste manager, while I was on a routine 
transfer station inspection who remembered being visited by Chris as an elementary 
school student and could still recite the chorus of several of the songs! We wish Chris 
continued success as he continues to teach about environmental issues through song and 
dance. 


Earth Day is April 22 


If you are planning a program to celebrate Earth Day, the 
Connecticut DEP has a variety of resources available to assist 
you. We still have a good supply of composting brochures, 
coloring posters and bookmarks in twelve unique designs. 

Promotional items like magnets, etc. are also available but on a 

more limited scale. Videos and displays are available on loan. For 
more information, please visit our website at www.dep.state.ct.us/wst/recycle/ctrecycles.htm or 
contact Meg Enkler at (860) 424-3238 or e-mail at margaret.enkler@po.state.ct.us. 





